
Featuring The Enso String Quartet: Strings 
 

Study Guide: History  
 
 
Objective: To learn the history of a Fugue. 
 
Standard: Grades 3-5 FL Social Studies Standards: Benchmark The student 

understands Western and Eastern civilization since the Renaissance. 
(SS.A.3.2); The student understands music in relation to culture and 
history. (MU.C.1.2) 

 
Time:  45 minutes – 1 hour 
 
Materials: Paper, pencil, computer and speakers, Fugue handout, rubric 
 
Activity:  

1. Teacher introduces the lesson by telling students they will learn about the history 
of a Fugue, which is a type of musical piece.  This type of music by Franz Joseph 
Haydn will be played by the Enso Quartet in their concert. 

2. Students read through the History of the Fugue handout.  Teacher will explain in 
more detail what a Fugue is.  Basically, it is a piece of music where two or more 
“voices” are played, or imitating each other.  Students will listen to excerpts of 
fugues listed in the resources section. 

3. Fugues are a later form of canons which are recurring themes or verses, such as 
“Row, Row, Row your Boat”, “Frere Jacque”, etc. which we know as a “round”. 

4. Students will work in groups to develop their own canon, or recurring verses.  
They may have multiple days to work on this if time permits.  They should 
develop a song which can be sung in rounds.  It does not need to be very long. 

5. Students will explain why they chose the words/melody to the canon. 
6. Students will sing their round for the class.  Teacher will grade their efforts using 

the rubric attached. 
 
 
Assessment: Song developed by students graded by a rubric. 
 
Resources: 
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/221495/fugue/27475/History-of-the-fugue 
http://incompetech.com/music/fugue.html 
http://www.naxosdirect.com/title/8.550702  
(Quartet in A Major, Op. 20, no. 6, click on fuga con tre soggetti) 
http://www.ljova.com/listen/7fugues.htm (click to listen to Fugues) 
 
   
 
 


