
Featuring the Enso String Quartet: Strings 
 

Study Guide: Math 
 
 
Objective: To learn about number prefixes and standard units for capacity   
  measurement. 
 
Standard: Grades 3-5 FL Mathematics Standards: Benchmark: (MA.B.1.2) The  
  student measures quantities in the real world and uses the measures to  
  solve problems.  
  
Time:  45-60 minutes 
 
Materials: Plain white paper, Number Prefixes Handout, Capacity Problems Sheet 
 
Activity:  
 

1. The students will learn about prefixes because the name of the group 
performing is called Enso String Quartet.   

2. Teacher reviews the Latin prefixes for numbers using the Prefix Handout.  
Students think of things and items that are named using the prefix (i.e. 
quadrilateral, duet, tricycle, pentagon, octopus, etc.) 

3. The class will focus on the prefix for four: qua.  Quartet is derived from 
qua because it contains 4 people. 

4. Teacher will take the number 4 and explain how it is used in standard 
measurements of quantity. 

5. Review how many quarts are in a gallon, pints in a quart, and cups in a 
pint. 

6. This is hard to understand, so students will make a visual diagram of the 
skill.  See website: 
http://www.teachnet.com/lesson/math/units052499.html.  The name of the 
diagram is “Mr. Gallon”. 

7. Students will draw a gallon in the middle, quarts on the side, 2 pints on the 
sides of the quarts, and 4 quarts on the sides of the pints (they may color it 
if time permits.) 

8. Students will then answer conversion problems on capacity.  The teacher 
may write these on the board for students to answer on a separate piece of 
paper or copy it for students to complete. 

 
Assessment: Number Prefixes Handout, Capacity Problems Sheet 
 
Resources: http://www.col-ed.org/cur/math/math55.txt 
  http://www.teachnet.com/lesson/math/units052499.html 
  http://www.teachnet.com/lesson/math/units052499.html 
 


