
 
Featuring Enso String Quartet: Strings 

 
Study Guide: Music 

 
 
Objective: To learn what a harmony is and create one with a group. 
 
Standard: Grades 3-5 FL Music Standards: The student listens to, analyzes, and describes music. 

(MU.D.1.2); the student composes and arranges music within specific guidelines. (MU.B.2.2) 
 
Time:  30 minutes 
 
Materials: Pencil, Paper, computer, speakers 
 
Activity:  

1. Teacher will explain that students will learn about what a harmony is and create one with a group 
because the group performing is an arrangement of instruments which create a harmony when 
played together: violin, viola, and cello. 

2. Play an excerpt from String Quartet No. 1, Op. 20 for students to hear an example of a harmony 
that the Enso group will be playing.  

3. The teacher will use a keyboard to play 2 notes which are harmonic (for example a 3rd, 4th, or 
5th).  Then he/she will play 2 notes which are not harmonic (example: 2nd, 7th).  Students will 
respond which 2 notes sounded “good” together and which ones did not.   

4. The teacher will explain that harmony is when 2 notes sound pleasing to the ear rather than 
unpleasant.  Certain intervals such as a 3rd or 5th sound pleasing, but others such as a 2nd, do not.  
More explanation into notes can be added if students understand scales and the music alphabet 
(i.e. C and E are harmonic.) 

5. In music, harmony is the use of simultaneous pitches, or chords. The study of harmony involves 
chords and their construction and chord progressions and the principles of connection that 
govern them.  The teacher will further explain what these definitions mean in relations to 
harmony and music. 

6. An example of singing a harmonic interval will be given when the teacher plays 2 notes and then 
he/she sings one note and a student sings another.   

7. Students will divide into groups of 3 or 4 and create their own harmony by singing notes 
together.  They should create a pattern of 4-8 notes which are sung harmonic.  They should be 
able to use the keyboard if needed. 

8. They may write down their notes (if they understand the piano and keys) on paper to perform for 
the class if needed.  Otherwise, they may need to memorize their harmonies. 

9. Students perform harmonies for the class.  The class and teacher discuss why the music was 
either harmonic or not.   

 
Assessment: Performing a simple harmony created by students. 
 
Resources: http://www.classicsonline.com/catalogue/product.aspx?pid=704045  (Ginastera: String Quartet 

No. 1, Op. 20) 
 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harmony 
 
 
 


