
Featuring The Poulenc Trio: Oboe, Bassoon, Piano 
 

Study Guide: History  
 
 
Objective: To learn about Russian culture and the geography of Russia.  Complete 

political map of Russia. 
 
Standard: Analyze primary and secondary sources.  SS 3-5 Utilize and label maps; 

SS.3.G.4.4: Identify contributions from various ethnic groups to the 
United States.   

 
Time:  40 minutes/ possibly broken up into 2 parts 
 
Materials: Transparency of political map of Russia, Blank maps of Russia, 

Computer, Speakers, Russian Culture handout 
 
Activity:  

1. Teacher explains that the class will be learning about Russian culture and 
geography because two of the composers in the program, Dmitri 
Shostakovich and Mikhail Glinka, are from Russia and completed several 
Russian compositions. 

2. Students will listen to short samples the trio will be playing by 
Shostakovich.  The teacher will prepare the computer with speakers and 
click on the link in the resource section highlighting Shostakovich’s 
music.  They will also listen to the excerpt by Glinka. 

3. Students will respond to the music by telling what came to mind when 
they listened to the pieces (fast, slow, could you envision a movie?, lots of 
instruments, etc.) 

4. Part 1: Teacher hands students a blank map of Russia (see resources 
below) for them to fill in.  She/he will guide them in outlining the major 
rivers, capital, cities by using a transparency of a completed map of 
Russia.  Students will also know where Russia is on a globe and in relation 
to the U.S.  If time allows, the class may talk about the climate in Russia 
(i.e.  distance from the equator, location on map, rugged terrain in Siberia) 

5. Part 2: Students will read about the culture of Russia (education, holidays,  
6. Students will write a paragraph about their favorite part of Russian culture.  

Some students will share with the class what they wrote. 
7. Students may turn in their paragraphs for a grade. 

 
 

Assessment: Teacher will assess students by observation, class participation, maps, and 
paragraphs. 

 
Resources: http://www.amazon.com/Shostakovich-Cheryomushki-Gadfly-Dance-

Album/dp/B0000042F8 Samples of music by Shostakovich: A Spin 



Through Moscow operetta “Moscow Cheryomushki", and Romance from 
the film score “Godfly” 

 http://www.emusic.com/album/Trio-D-amsterdam-Glinka-Trio-
Pathetique-in-d-minor-Beethoven-Tri-MP3-Download/10606412.html  

 (Mikhail Glinka: Trio Pathétique in D minor) 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russian_culture 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matryoshka_doll 
http://www.kidsculturecenter.com/russia/russ_edu.htm 

 http://geography.about.com/library/cia/blcrussia.htm Map of Russia 
 http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/asia/outline/ruout.htm 

blank map of Russia 


