
Featuring The Poulenc Trio: Piano, Oboe, Bassoon 
 

Study Guide: Math 
 
 
Objective: To evaluate time signature (4/4, 6/8) using fractions (note values and 

rests.) 
 
Standard: MA.3.A.2.4 Use models to represent equivalent fractions, including 

fractions greater than 1, and identify representations of equivalence;   

MA.4.A.6.3: Generate equivalent fractions and simplify fractions; 
MA.5.A.2.1: Represent addition and subtraction of decimals and fractions 
with like and unlike denominators using models, place value, or 
properties.  

 
Time:  45 minutes 
 
Materials: worksheet, pencil, fraction/time signature handout, sets of index cards 

with various note values and rests 
 
Activity: 

1. Teacher explains the students will be looking at a piece of music using 
time signature 4/4 and 6/8.  Fractions will be involved as the students add 
the notes together in measures.  Most pieces of music, including the ones 
that will be performed in the concert, use a time signature with a 4 or 8 on 
the bottom.  Occasionally, there is another number, but this is very rare. 

2. The teacher will explain that a quarter note = 1 beat, half note = 2 beats, 
half note with a dot = 3 beats, whole note = 4 beats in 4/4 time, and an 
eighth note = ½ beat. Distribute handout on time signature to the students. 

3. Go over a few examples on the board on how to add the fractions and 
beats.  Then have students work in pairs or groups to develop their own 
measure of 4/4 time. 

4. Older grades (4th and 5th) may go on to learn 6/8 time and write a measure 
using this concept.  Try a few examples on the board. 

5. Teacher will distribute sets of index cards with various note values and 
rests.  The students will work in pairs or groups to make as many 
measures of 4/4 and 6/8 they can.  The first group to finish all possibilities 
may win a prize or special privilege.  The groups will write their measures 
on the board and explain how they got them. 

 
Assessment: Teacher will assess students by observation, class participation, 

worksheet, and group participation 
 
Resources: http://books.google.com/books?id=w2vk__ro0FkC&pg=RA1-

PA19&lpg=RA1-
PA19&dq=math+time+signature&source=bl&ots=1ffliOrvl7&sig=2e-



TB540lkLJy6_zolpeR7t5XRE&hl=en&ei=Bf6gSuu7OIyxtgeaqbibBQ&sa
=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=2# 

 http://www.musictheory.halifax.ns.ca/13ts.html 
 
 
 
 
 


