
 

 

Featuring The P oulenc  Trio : Piano, Oboe, Bassoon  
 

Study Guide: Music 
 
 
Objective: To learn about and analyze Russian folk music and folk tales. 
 
Standard: Grades 3-5 FL Music Standards: The student listens to, analyzes, and 

describes music. (MU.D.1.2) 
 
Time:  45 minutes (possibly more than one time block will be needed) 
 
Materials: pencil, paper, computer and internet, speakers, Russian folk story “The 

Rolling Roll”, book, Little Gingerbread Boy 
 
Activity:  

1. The teacher will introduce the lesson by plating excerpts of Russian music.  
(Click on the links below in resources). Two of the performers in the 
Poulenc Trio are from Russian: the pianist and oboist.  The students will 
learn about Russian folk music and its influences. 

2. Students will discuss what they think the music sounds like in comparison 
to American music (folk music, not pop music). 

3. Students will listen to a Russian folk story called “The Rolling Roll” and 
the traditional book, The Little Gingerbread Boy. Students will make a 
comparison of the stories in groups. 

4.  Students will discuss with the class how they found the two stories 
different and the alike. 

5. The groups will develop a song that talks about the 2 stories, or only 1 of 
them.  They will share their songs with the class.  This activity may take a 
few days to complete. 

 
Assessment: Discussion, Songs 
 
Resources: http://www.emusic.com/album/Trio-D-amsterdam-Glinka-Trio-

Pathetique-in-d-minor-Beethoven-Tri-MP3-Download/10606412.html  
 (Mikhail Glinka: Trio Pathétique in D minor) 
 http://www.emusic.com/album/Russian-Druzhina-Ensemble-Russian-

Folk-Songs-MP3-Download/11502386.html (click on any of the links for 
short excerpts of Russian folk music) 

  Any version of the book, The Little Gingerbread Boy  
  Any version of the book: Kolobek, The Rolling Roll (Russian Tale) 
  
 
 
 


