
MODERN MUSIC PERIOD (1910- PRESENT) 

Modernism in music is characterized by a desire for or belief in science, nature, intelligence, 
anti-romanticism, and other forward thinking.  Modern music is also known as 20th Century 
Music. It has been one of great changes. For example, science, technology and our growing 
understanding of the world around us have inspired people to write music that reflects what 
they see in the world around them, and how they feel about what they see. 

During the Modern period, art experimented with new forms, techniques, and styles (for 
example, Picasso.)  Music composers did the same thing.  They explored different ways to 
produce sound.  Rhythmic patterns became much freer, often changing frequently in a piece.  
Melody was becoming more dissonant--harsher--moving by leaps rather than steps.  Harmony 
was also becoming more dissonant.  Polytonality--the playing together of two keys at once--was 
occurring more frequently.  Battle lines were drawn between tonal and atonal music.   

The Rite of Spring (1913) by Igor Stravinsky launched the beginning of modern music.  It 
caused a riot at its first performance because the dancing and music were nothing like the 
audience was used to seeing or hearing. Today it is considered one of the greatest musical 
works of the 20th century.   

No single style of music dominated the 20th century.  African Americans made significant 
contributions to American and world music and were finally being recognized for their 
important contributions.  Jazz was born in America and was having a huge impact all over the 
world.  Nationalism was still an important influence in the first half of the century.  Nationalistic 
music told the listener where the music was from.   

Probably the most important development in 20th century music was popular music.  This 
included rock 'n roll, folk, country and western, and rhythm and blues.  

 


