
 

 

Featuring Jade Simmons : Piano  
 

Study Guide: Music 
 
 
Objective: To learn about the Contemporary (or Modern) Period of music (1910 – Present). 
 
Standard: Grades 3-5 FL Music Standards: The student listens to, analyzes, and describes music. 

(MU.D.1.2) 
 
Time:  30 minutes 
 
Materials: Pencil, computer and internet, speakers, Modern Music Period Handout 
 
Activity:  
 

1. The teacher will introduce the lesson by asking students what they believe the Modern Period of 
music is (briefly go over the periods of music.) Once students give their ideas and background 
knowledge of Modern Music, the teacher will play excerpts from the websites below.  All of the 
pieces played by Jade are from the Modern Period of music. 

2. The students will write down what they think of the music and what comes to mind. The teacher 
will tell students the Shostakovich music is a piece the Jade Simmons will be playing in her 
concert. 

3. The class will discuss each piece of music and how it is different from the traditional Classical 
Period of Beethoven, Bach, Mozart. 

4. Teacher will hand out information on the Modern Period and class will read it together. 
5. Students and teacher will answer questions together: 

a. How has communication changed music? 
b. How have computers and technology changed the way music is made today? 
c. What is your opinion of Contemporary music? 
d. What do you think music will be like in 100 years? Why? 

 
Assessment: Discussion 
 
Resources: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Modernism_(music) 
  http://www.dsokids.com/2001/dso.asp?PageID=459 
 http://www.empire.k12.ca.us/Capistrano/Mike/capmusic/modern/modern.htm 
 
*Modern Music Excerpts from concert:  
http://www.amazon.com/Shostakovich-24-Preludes-Fugues-Op/dp/B000050XA2 
(Shostakovich Prelude and Fugue in A minor: click No. 2 and listen) 
 
 
http://www.classicsonline.com/catalogue/product.aspx?pid=1951 
(Variations on a Theme of Corelli, Op. 42 Rachmaninoff: click on any of the variations for samples) 
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Toccata-minor-piano-Op-11/dp/B002B5EN96 
(Toccata in D minor for piano, Op. 11 Prokofiev) 
 
 


