
Featuring Jade Simmons: Piano 
 

Study Guide: Science 
 
 
Objective: To learn about Synaesthesia and its history. 
 
Standard: SS.5.A.1.1 Use primary and secondary sources to understand history.    
 
Time:  30 minutes 
 
Materials: computer, speakers, history of Synaesthesia handout, history of 

Synaesthesia questions. 
 
Activity:  

1. Teacher explains that the concert by Jade Simmons will feature a 
phenomenon called Synaesthesia. 

2. A famous composer named Alexander Scriabin was said to have had 
Synaesthesia.  Use computer and speakers to listen to the excerpts below 
of his twenty-four preludes and see if you can envision color.  The famous 
artist, Kandinsky, also had Synaesthesia where he saw music through his 
art.  In Jade’s concert, she will show images by Kandinsky associated with 
Scriabin’s music. 

3. Distribute the handout on the history of Synaesthesia and read together. 
4. Allow students to answer questions about the history of Synaesthesia and 

talk about responses together. 
 
 

Assessment: Teacher will assess students by observation, class participation, and 
correctly answering questions about the history of Synaesthesia. 

 
Resources: http://www.hyperion-records.co.uk/al.asp?al=CDA67057/8&f=king 

(Scriabin 24 preludes) 
 http://csmt.uchicago.edu/glossary2004/synaesthesia.htm 
 http://www.sewanee.edu/chem/Chem&Art/Detail_Pages/ColorProjects_20

03/Pittenger/ 
 http://www.findingdulcinea.com/features/feature-

articles/2008/june/Synaesthesia--Fusion-of-the-Senses.html 
 http://www.indopedia.org/Synaesthesia.html 
 
 
 
 


