The Bassoon

Bassoor are usually made of wood, and consist of a long tube with a reed on the end. The reed
is made of two bits of cane stuck together, and the player blows through it to make a noise. It
belongs to the woodwind family, which meahatthe player blows down it.

It can play notes from B flat (twand a bit octaves below middl¢ i approximately e" (one and
a half octaves ab@vmiddle ¢ Probably higher notes are possible, though if you wanted to play
them, you'd be better off with arboe.

The bassoon developed frarl6th century instrument called the dulcian. The design has not
fundamentally changed since themulgh more holes have been added.

The bassoon is the lowest and largest of the woodwinds. Its sound has a lot of depetyling

on if low, medium or high notes are used. In the very highest range, the bassoon can sound
throaty and not of this world. In its miginge, the bassoon has a large, full, mellow noise. In the
lowest range, it can be extremely powerful and he8wuyilar to its cousin, the oboe, it has a
doublereed though its reed is larger and the cane must be bound together with wire and heavy
thread.

A bassoon islsomuch like a reorder: he more holes thare closed, the lower the sound, and
themoreholes that are open, the higher the sound.



